
The majority of the Portland 
Metropolitan Area has been reshaped 
by man since the earliest days of 
habitation.  This history of cutting 
and filling in Portland impacts most 

projects constructed 
in the City.  Stuart 
became interested in 

the subject through a series of office 
arguments at Rittenhouse, Zeman & 
Associates (RZA) in the mid-1980s.  The main subject was whether or not a water 
tunnel was bored through the West Hills (Stuart thinks not).  After that, he began 
collecting photographs and maps related to the portions of Portland that had been 
extensively reshaped.  This collection was aimed at someday developing a paper or 
presentation about the history of mass grading in the City.  The material sat in various 
files and folders until the invention of scanners and PowerPoint, which allowed for 
development of a presentation with much less effort.  He has given the presentation to 
numerous groups since 2008. 

 

Stuart will provide examples of the historic documentation that is available through 
generally accessible sources such as the internet and the City of Portland 
Archives.  Through these documents, Stuart will show some of the more dramatic 
examples (all completed before 1935) of how grading in the area changed Portland’s 
topography.  This will include histories of the people and politics that made the filling 
of large drainages a reality.  He will present case studies of four of the more 
considerable examples of grading in the area including the filling of Guilds Lake, 
Marquam Gulch, Tanner Creek, and numerous drainages in Southeast 
Portland.  Interspersed will be tidbits of Portland history that may not always have to 
do with site grading but are hopefully entertaining.  

Subsurface History of Portland  
Guest Speaker: Stuart Albright  

Upcoming Meetings: 
 
Dec 20th Bill Gates  
Jan 17th AEG/ASCE Meeting 
Feb 21st Andrea Goodwin 
Mar 21st TBD  
Apr 18th Tim Blackwood  
May 16th Scott Anderson and 
  Student Poster Night 

Tuesday, November 15th 

Location: Old Market Pub 

6959 SW Multnomah Blvd 

Portland, Oregon 

6:00 pm Social  

6:45 pm Dinner  

7:30 pm Presentation 

Dinner: Salad and Pizza 

$25 Dinner  
         Exact Change Appreciated 
Students FREE with RSVP  
       ($5 if no RSVP)  

Reservations: 

RSVP@aegoregon.org 

with “AEG Reservation” in 
the subject line by 4 pm   
Friday Nov 11th  

There is a $2 surcharge for 
those who do not reserve by 
the deadline 
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For more than fifteen years, AEC has provided a wide 
range of environmental contracting services for our 
government and private sector clients, including federal, 
state and local government agencies, petroleum 
companies and other commercial industries. 
Government and private sector service percentages are 
divided nearly equally and our services include fish and 
habitat improvement, stream improvement, underground 
tank removal and installation, contaminated soil 
remediation, building demolition, and historical 
deconstruction and salvage. 

AEC is a CVE-Certified Service Disabled 
VeteranOwned Business (SDVOSB). In addition to 
senior management, many of our people have past 
military experience. We think this experience enhances 
our success with client communication, allows us 
attention to detail, and keeps our projects on-time and 
on-budget. 

AEC maintains the proper contractor and specialty 
licenses to perform our services, and employee and 
work site health and safety practices are of the utmost 
importance. All AEC field personnel are OSHA 40-hour 
trained and maintain other certifications as required.  

AEC is Hosting the Beverages 

Stuart Albright is a Principal Geotechnical Engineer 
with Apex Companies in Portland, Oregon. He has over 
30 years of consulting experience in Oregon and 
Southwest Washington and is working through a long 
and, so far unsuccessful, process of retirement.  Mr. 
Albright completed five years as a member of the 
Oregon State Board of Examiners for Engineering and 
Land Surveying, serving as President.  He is also a past 
President of ACEC Oregon. He received his BSCE 
degree from Portland State University and his MSCE 
degree from Oregon State University.   

It is important to note that Mr. Albright has always 
practiced with Engineering Geologists and has never 
himself practiced Engineering Geology.  He has the 
utmost respect for Engineering Geologists.  He is a 
native Oregonian and plans to live here (well, in Mosier 
anyway) for the rest of his hopefully long life.  

Bio: Stuart Albright 

“Keen observation is at 

least as necessary as   

penetrating analysis”  

Karl Terzaghi 
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 Let Linda Mark, AEG Region 3 - Pacific Regional Director, know if you have any ideas for the 

Wednesday evening Special Event for the AEG Annual Meeting in Portland in 2020. 

 National AEG is looking for more volunteers to serve on committees, so if you might be interested 

in serving on a committee, please either contact that committee or Linda Mark. 

 There are a number of upcoming AEG Professional Forums/Conferences that you may be 
interested in attending in the coming months/years: 

 December 15, 2016 - Naturally Occurring Asbestos Symposium, Oakland, CA 

 June 4-8, 2017 - 3rd North American Landslide Symposium, Roanoke, VA 

 2017 - Coastal Processes - Dauphin Island, AL 

 May 2018 - Geologic Hazards in the Pacific Northwest, Seattle, WA - Kathy Troost is 

looking for volunteers to help plan this conference 

 September 12-20, 2020 - AEG Annual Meeting, Portland, OR  

Announcements:  

Message from the Chair 
I hope everyone stayed safe during the mid-October windstorm and dry during the record setting 
October rainfall.  As we enter the wet weather season I would like to remind everyone to reevaluate 
your preparedness for extreme weather both at home and work.  We are employed in a profession that 
contains many natural and man-made hazards and it is imperative that we carefully evaluate these 
hazards each and every day. 

Thanks to everyone who attended the October meeting.  Once again we had a great turnout of students 
and professionals.  A special thanks to Sunny Simpkins (Multnomah County Drainage District Planning 
Director) and Mike Meyer (Cornforth Consultants) for their presentation on the history, challenges, and 
future of Portland’s Metropolitan Levee System.  The system is located on the south shore of the 
Columbia River and protects a 12,000-acre area from flooding.  I for one knew that we had a levee 
system but never realized the many economic resources that the levees protect from flooding.  Sunny 
and Mike provided the audience with a detailed history of the system and the current evaluations to 
meet levee and floodplain regulations. Thanks again to Sunny and Mike!! 

Our November speaker is Stuart Albright with Apex Companies located in Portland.  Stuart will be 
discussing the subsurface history of Portland and how the majority of the Portland Metropolitan Area 
has been reshaped by man.  He will show some of the more dramatic examples of how grading in the 
area has changed Portland’s topography such as Guilds Lake and how geotechnical engineers and 
engineering geologists use this information for planning and interpreting their exploration programs.  I 
am looking forward to learning more about what lies beneath the largest metro area in Oregon. 

You still have one more opportunity on December 2nd to provide the Oregon State Board of Geologists 
Examiners (OSBGE) with comments regarding their continuing education (CE) proposal.  Please plan 
to attend the Board’s quarterly meeting and let your voice be heard.  At this meeting the Board plans to 
decide if they will begin the process of seeking legislative approval.   

I look forward to seeing you on Tuesday, November 15th at the Old Market Pub. 

 
Stay safe out there, 
 
Stephen Hay, CEG 

AEG Oregon Chapter Chair  
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Message from the Regional Director  
I am honored and thrilled to be your new Regional Director. I look forward to serving each and every one of you 

and AEG as a whole. I would like to thank everyone who took the time to vote.  

As your new Regional Director, I will be holding quarterly Regional Business Meetings with the boards of the 

Oregon Chapter, Puget Sound Chapter, and Alaska Chapter, as well as anyone else who is interested in attending. 

We held the first Regional Business Meeting on September 14. For this first meeting, we focused on what is 

working well, and what could be improved, in each of the Chapters in our Region, as well as how we can work 

together as a Region for the benefit of our members. Our next Regional Business Meeting will be held in December 

- please watch for an announcement about it. 

I was very happy to see so many people from the Pacific Region attending the AEG Annual Meeting in Kona. In 

addition to enjoying the technical sessions, I also took this opportunity to meet in person with members of the 

Puget Sound Chapter and Alaska Chapter boards who attended the meeting. 

I attended the AEG National Board of Directors (BOD) Meeting as your Regional Director, which was the first 

BOD Meeting under the new Governance Structure. As most of you know, AEG is now governed by 11 Regional 

Directors plus the Executive Council, with each Regional Director representing multiple Chapters. I was very 

pleased that for the first time in a long time, 100% of the BOD were in attendance. The new BOD is enthusiastic 

and has an increased level of engagement, which bodes well for AEG.   

Major outcomes of the National BOD Meeting include: 

 All AEG Policies & Procedures have now been updated (primarily housekeeping changes)  

 Regional Director roles, responsibilities, and goals were discussed 

 Funding for Regional Director travel will remain unchanged for now, and this topic will be brought up again 

at the Mid-Year BOD Meeting in May 

 A member of the Executive Council will become a signatory on all Chapter bank accounts; Yolanda Natividad 

will be reaching out to all Chapter Chairs, one-by-one, to facilitate this change  

 Previously, $10 of all members’ fees went to the Professional Licensure Support Fund (PLSF). At the request 

of the Northern and Southern California Regions, the BOD voted to have only $5 of California member’s fees 

go to the PLSF, and to have the other $5 of California member’s fees that used to go to the PLSF instead go 

towards paying for the California lobbyist; $10 of all non-California member’s fees will continue to go to the 

PLSF. The justification for this change is that a threat to professional licensure in California is ultimately a 

threat to professional licensure in all states, so by helping California to support professional licensure (via 

funding of their lobbyist), it helps professional licensure status in all states. However, this change means that 

about $2,620 less per year will go into the PLSF, and it represents a significant departure from how the PLSF 

was intended to be funded and used. Both of these issues concerned me enough that I voted against this 

measure, and I encouraged the Northern and Southern California Regions to find another way to fund their 

lobbyist, as they have done in the past.  

Over the next few months, I will also be looking for members who might be potentially interested in starting their 

own Chapter - if you have an interest in a new AEG Chapter starting in your hometown, please let me know. If you 

have any suggestions, questions, or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact me.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Linda Mark, RG 

AEG Region 3 – Pacific Regional Director  
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“The earth is large and 

old enough to teach us 

modesty.” 

Hans Cloos 
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“Keen observation is at 

least as necessary as   

penetrating analysis”  

Karl Terzaghi 
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“Keen observation is at 

least as necessary as   

penetrating analysis”  

Karl Terzaghi 

Apex Companies, LLC 

Aspect Consulting 

Columbia Geotechnical 

Cornforth Consultants 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 

GRI 

NACSE 

Oregon Department of Transportation 

OSU 

PBS Engineering and Environmental 

Portland State University 

PRISM Climate Group 

Thanks For Supporting AEG 
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Field-Trip Chair:  

Erin Dunbar 

dunbar.erin@gmail.com 

The Oregon Chapter is also on 
the web at  

http://www.aegoregon.org  
National AEG webpage:  

http://aegweb.org 

The AEG Oregon Chapter Newsletter 

AEG OREGON CHAPTER NEWSLETTER is published monthly from September through May. 
Subscriptions are for members of AEG affiliated with the Oregon Chapter or other Chapters, and other 
interested people who have requested and paid a local subscription fee of $10.00. E-mail subscriptions 
are free. News items are invited and should be sent to: Scott Braunsten, AEG Oregon Chapter 
Newsletter Editor, PBS Engineering and Environmental, 4412 SW Corbett Avenue, Portland, OR 
97239, e-mail: scott.braunsten@pbsenv.com, phone (503) 417-7737. Electronic media is preferred. 
Deadline for submittal is the 25th of the month. Advertising: business card $100/yr; ¼ page $200/yr; ½ 
page $350/yr; 1 page $450/yr.  

The Association of Engineering Geologists (AEG) contributes to its members' professional success and 

the public welfare by providing leadership, advocacy, and applied research in environmental and 

engineering geology.  AEG's values are based on the belief that its members have a responsibility to 

assume stewardship over their fields of expertise.  AEG is the acknowledged international leader in 

environmental and engineering geology, and is greatly respected for its stewardship of the profession.  

Chapter Officers & Committee Chairs 
Chair: 

Stephen Hay 

Oregon Department of Transportation 

stephen56362@gmail.com  

Membership Chair:  

Ruth Wilmoth 

Columbia Geotechnical, Inc. 

ruthwilmoth@comcast.net 

Visiting Professional Pro-

gram (VPP) Chair: 

Vacant 

Legislature Chair:  

Vacant 

Newsletter Editor:  

Scott Braunsten 

PBS Engineering and Environmental 

scott.braunsten@pbsenv.com 

Webpage Editor:  

Keith Olson 

PRISM Climate Group, NACSE, 

OSU  

olsonke@nacse.org  

Could Be  

You ? 

Program Chair:  

Michael Marshall 

GRI 

mmarshall@gri.com 

Treasurer: 

Chris Humphrey 

FERC 

geohumphrey@yahoo.com 

Chair Elect: 

Mark Swank 

Aspect Consulting 

markswank@comcast.net 

Could Be  

You ? 

PSU Student Chapter President:  

 

Portland State University 

 

Past Chair: 

Adam Reese 

Apex Companies, LLC 

AReese@apexcos.com 

Subscribe to the newsletter by sending any e-mail to  

aegoregon-subscribe@groups.electricembers.net 

Secretary: 

Benjamin George 

Cornforth Consultants, Inc. 

bgeorge@cornforthconsultants.com  

 


